
 
 

 
Five spring art shows show off 
SF art scene’s endurance 
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‘KARL: The Field Was Never Empty’ 

Karl burst onto San Francisco’s art scene in 2025 as a newcomer promising to bring 

fresh energy to highlighting local artists. A curatorial collaboration between a rotating 

cast of Bay Area galleries and arts nonprofits, Karl hosted three exhibitions in a 

temporary space in Levi’s Plaza before establishing a permanent presence on the 

Embarcadero earlier this year. 

For its first exhibition of 2026, Karl presents a cross-generational exhibition bringing 

together artists Gina Werfel, Marcia Hafif, Anna Grace Nwosu and Belinda Lee, among 

others. From paintings to sculptures, the presentation features artists who investigate 

the “field,” the canvas or structure that holds compositions, including color, medium 

and brushstroke. 

Similarly, the show proposes that creative spaces have never been vacant of the 

presence of women artists, who have long shaped art history even when their 

contributions were relegated to the margins. 

Karl, 50 Francisco St., opening April 24. Free. 
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